
Newburyport Public Schools 
Internal and External Assessment Data 2022

Elementary Schools

The port where tradition and 
innovation converge…

1



Objective
Overview internal and external 
assessments to provide a progress report 
on the state of the Newburyport student
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Why do we assess students?

• To gather data about what students know prior to beginning 
instruction (pre-assessment)
• To continually gather data about how well students are understanding 

during instruction (formative assessment)
• To adjust instruction and reteach when necessary in an effort to 

ensure that all students can be successful in the end (summative 
assessment)



Assessments – What do we use to assess a 
student?
• formative and ongoing assessment (iReady, Dibels Mclass)
• summative assessment
• journals
• performance based tasks
• observation tools (checklist, anecdotal notes, etc.)
• diagnostic interviews
• computer adaptive testing
• benchmarks and rubrics
• high-stakes test preparation and assessment



When do we assess students?
NPS Elementary Assessment Calendar 22-23



How do we use the data?
• District Data Team – established 22-23
• District Vertical Curriculum Team
• School-based Data Team/Curriculum Leaders (CEL) and/or Grade 

Level Teams (GLT) 
• Communication to families
• Adjust instruction for individual or group of students
• Make budget decisions 
• We are still growing in the use of data



Data Meetings



How is the data used in Newburyport?



Using Data to See the Whole Child



Internal SEL Programs/Data
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Positive Behavior Intervention and 
Support (PBIS)

A school-wide program including explicit instruction in behavior expectations paired with an 
acknowledgement system 

Acknowledgement Systems 
• Foster a welcoming and positive climate
• Focus staff and student attention on desired behaviors
• Increase desired behaviors
• Reduce time spent correcting unexpected and misbehavior

We acknowledge our students when they show these values through various actions (eg., completing their work, asking 
a student to play at recess, following teacher directions)

• The Bresnahan School Rules: Be Safe, Be Kind, Be Responsible!
• Molin Way: Respect, Responsibility and Kindness
• We use Clipper Seal (Bresnahan) and Anchor (Molin) Stamps to acknowledge our students  
• We provide weekly, monthly and periodic rewards for students/class/whole-school reaching identified anchor 

stamp goal



Morning Meeting

All classrooms begin their day with a morning meeting. 

Our morning meeting is modeled after Responsive Classroom, an evidence-
based approach to promote a positive classroom community. 

Many Bresnahan and Molin teachers are trained in the Responsive 
Classroom approach. 



Bresnahan:  Social Emotional Learning and the Second Step 
Curriculum

Social Emotional Learning Lessons in Morning Meeting:

● The Second Step program is embedded into morning meeting. This evidence-based program teaches 
skills for resolving conflicts, working with others, forming healthy relationships, and making good 
decisions

Social Emotional Learning Lessons from Counselors:

● Counselors come in periodically and do whole group lessons to address the social-emotional needs of 
the class.



Molin: Social Emotional Learning and the Second Step 
Curriculum
Bullying Prevention: 

● As part of National Bullying Prevention Awareness Month, Molin students participate in a series of 4 
bullying prevention lessons.  The research-based curriculum, Second Step's Bullying Prevention Unit, 
provides 4 well-structured lessons with accompanying videos. The lessons cover recognizing, 
reporting and refusing bullying behaviors, as well as understanding the role of the bystander (“see 
something, say something”).

Social Emotional Learning Lessons:

● The Second Step program has been in place for many years at Molin. This evidence-based program 
teaches skills for resolving conflicts, working with others, forming healthy relationships,and making 
good decisions

● The curriculum includes 3 instructional units including Empathy & Skills for Learning, Emotion 
Management, and Problem-Solving.



Bresnahan Mindfulness
Mindful Moment

● Daily: Whole school mindful moment during morning announcements to provide students and staff 
an opportunity to begin their day with focusing on being present, aware and ready to learn.

Movement & Mindfulness

● Each class has mindfulness time built into their schedule for mindful movement, mandala, active 
listening, etc. Mindfulness activities are embedded throughout the day, as needed.

● Yoga and Mindfulness After School Clipper Courses (free to all students, one hour a week)

● CREW block: A weekly 20 minute time block led by PE teachers and Classroom teachers. CREW 
(collaboration, recreation, exploration, wellness) is a time for team building with activities designed 
to feature social emotional learning and growth).

● All students have access to two school adjustment counselors and a school social worker.



Molin Mindfulness
Mindful Moment

● Daily: Whole school mindfulness moment during morning announcements to provide students and staff an opportunity to 
begin their day with focusing on being present, aware, and ready to learn.

● Weekly: The purpose is to introduce mindfulness activities to teachers and students on a weekly basis to promote a positive 
culture/climate through the practice of research-based strategies to increase focus and improve emotion regulation. 

Yoga & Mindfulness

● 6 Week Yoga & Mindfulness Program: In collaboration with Beth Houlihan from Roots to Wings Yoga and with the generous 
support of the Newburyport PTO, Molin students participate in 4-6 weeks of classroom-based yoga instruction in early Spring. 
The goal of this 10 year partnership is to continue to bring yoga into the schools by offering training for classroom teachers and 
school staff as well as direct yoga instruction for students. 

● Mindfulness Small Groups: Adapted from the Little Flower Yoga curriculum, students practice mindfulness exercises, including 
breath work, focus strategies and simple yoga movements.

● Wellness Day: A school-wide event where students and staff come together as a community to engage in self-care through 
various mediums of practice including, yoga, art, gratitude activities and nature walks.



Molin: Universal Assessment - Behavior Intervention Monitoring 
Assessment System (BIMAS)

Overview

● A measure of social, emotional and behavioral functioning in children and adolescents ages 5 to 18 
years.

● Used for universal screening, student monitoring, and program evaluation.
● The BIMAS Standard Form includes 34 change-sensitive items that are used for universal screening 

of behavior concerns and for assessing and monitoring the progress of behavior and mental health 
related interventions.

● The BIMAS items were developed based on over 10 years of research and a scientific model for 
selecting items that are sensitive to change called Intervention Item Selection Rules (IISRs; Meier, 
1997, 1998, 2000, 2004).

How we use BIMAS at Molin 

● Teachers utilize the BIMAS-2 to assess students up to 3x per year. Students identified as high risk are 
considered for intervention including classroom accommodations, academic or social emotional 
support in collaboration with teachers and families. 

● Longer-term, use as one method of evaluating programs/initiatives including PBIS and Social 
Emotional Learning (SEL).  



Internal Academic Data Sources 
(Elementary) 



Kindergarten – Beginning Of Year (BOY) 
Data Scores

NBT OA Measurement
& Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 25 14 29 43
At Grade Level 9 19 8 8
Approaching Grade Level 67 68 63 49
Below Grade Level 0 0 0 0
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Kindergarten iReady Math

Core+ Core Strategic Intensive
Students 31 19 26 27
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Grade 1 – BOY Data Scores

NBT OA Measurement &
Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 4 12 10 13
At Grade Level 6 10 6 7
Approaching Grade Level 72 65 64 64
Below Grade Level 17 13 21 15
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First Grade i-Ready Math 

Core+ Core Strategic Intensive
DIBELS BOY Composite Scores

Students 28 46 28 24
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Grade 2 – BOY Data Scores

NBT OA Measurement &
Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 7 11 9 16
At Grade Level 17 20 14 12
Approaching Grade Level 54 58 53 47
Below Grade Level 23 11 23 25
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Second Grade i-Ready Math Domains

Core+ Core Strategic Intensive
DIBELS BOY Composite Scores

Students 38 42 21 37
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Grade 3 – BOY Data Scores

NBT OA Measurement &
Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 7 18 19 6
At Grade Level 16 21 16 8
Approaching Grade Level 66 51 49 60
Below Grade Level 11 9 16 26
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Third Grade i-Ready Math Domains

Core+ Core Strategic Intensive
DIBELS BOY Composite Scores

Students 60 38 32 24
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Grade 4 – BOY Data Scores

NBT OA Measurement
& Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 19 27 31 12
At Grade Level 32 28 21 15
Approaching Grade Level 35 32 32 48
Below Grade Level 14 13 16 26
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Fourth Grade i-Ready Math Domains

Phonologic
al

Awareness
Phonics

High
Frequency

Words
Vocab Comp.

Overall Comp. Lit.
Comp.

Informatio
nal Text

On or  Above Grade Level 100 88 99 27 41 42 36
Early On 0 0 0 25 13 16 15
Approaching grade level 0 5 0 38 32 28 34
Below Grade Level 0 7 1 10 14 14 15
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Grade 4 iReady Literacy Subskills



Grade 5 – BOY Data Scores 

NBT OA Measurement &
Data Geometry

Above Grade Level 10 15 26 9
At Grade Level 22 18 15 16
Approaching Grade Level 50 45 33 43
Below Grade Level 18 22 25 32
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Fifth Grade i-Ready Math Domains

Phonologic
al

Awareness
Phonics

High
Frequency

Words
Vocab

Comprehe
nsion

Overall
Comp. Lit.

Comp.
Informatio

nal Text
On or  Above Grade Level 100 91 99 19 23 31 24
Early On 0 0 0 28 23 22 18
Approaching grade level 0 0 0 29 28 24 25
Below Grade Level 0 10 1 24 26 24 33
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External 
Assessment 

Data



Time on Learning

• The pandemic has had a significant impact on time on learning
• Students and teachers have attended less school over the past several years
o Statewide, chronic absenteeism for students in grades 3-8 increased in 2022 by 138% (41K vs 

98K students) as compared to 2019
o Schools have a process to notify families after five student absences
o DESE has called this an epidemic 
o Time on learning with a teacher in-person matters

Criteria Newburyport 2019-2020 Newburyport 2021-2022

Students absent 10+ days 26.9% 49.2%

Chronically absent (10% of school days) 6.7% 17.6%

Chronically absent (20% of school days) N/A 3.1% (about 70 students district wide)

Average # of missed school days 7.5 11.7

DESE State Attendance 
Report
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https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/attendance.aspx
https://profiles.doe.mass.edu/statereport/attendance.aspx


MCAS Test Administration 2019-2022

27

Year Grades 3-8 Grade 10

2019 Full test administration Full test administration

2020 No tests administered No tests administered

2021 Half-test administered Full test administered

2022 Full test administered Full test administered

• 2022 school year was the first full MCAS administration for grades 3-8 since 2019
• Grades 3, 4, and 5 have never had a full MCAS test
• Grade 10 students have not taken an MCAS test since 2019 (grade 7)



2022 Newburyport English Language 
Arts MCAS

ELA Exceeding % Meeting % Partially Meeting % Not Meeting % N

3rd 10 51 31 8 138

3rd State 6 38 41 15 -

4th 3 41 45 11 130

4th State 4 34 46 16 -

5th 5 47 42 6 142

5th State 5 36 46 13 -
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2022 Newburyport Student Growth ELA

Grade
2022

Student Growth 
Percentage

03 N/A

04 43

05 48 Grade
2022

% M/E
NBPT

2022
% M/E
STATE

03 61 44

04 44 38

05 52 41
29

40-60% = 
typical 

student 
growth



2022 Newburyport English Language Arts MCAS 3rd Grade

English 
Language 

Arts

% School % State

Exceeding 
Expectations

10 6

Meeting 
Expectations

51 38

Partially 
Meeting 

Expectations

31 41

Not Meeting 
Expectations

8 15

30
13 students missed Meeting Expectations by one or two 

questionsN=138



2022 Newburyport English Language Arts 
MCAS 4th Grade

31

English 
Language Arts

% School % State

Exceeding 
Expectations

3 4

Meeting 
Expectations

41 34

Partially 
Meeting 

Expectations

45 46

Not Meeting 
Expectations

11 16

N=130



2022 Newburyport English Language Arts 
MCAS 5th Grade

English 
Language Arts

% School % State

Exceeding 
Expectations

5 5

Meeting 
Expectations

47 36

Partially 
Meeting 
Expectations

42 46

Not Meeting 
Expectations

6 13

32N=142
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• Students reading
• 4th Grade Debate
• Working on some 

math
• High School student 

reading to the 1st

Grade



2022 Newburyport Mathematics MCAS

ELA Exceeding % Meeting % Partially Meeting % Not Meeting % N
3rd 7 50 39 4 138
3rd State 6 35 39 20 -
4th 0 29 62 9 129
4th State 6 37 40 17 -
5th 4 36 54 7 140
5th State 43 32 48 16 -

34



2022 Newburyport Student Growth Math
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Grade
2022

Student Growth 
Percentage

03 N/A

04 22

05 48

Grade
2022

% M/E
NBPT

2022
% M/E
STATE

03 56 41

04 28 43

05 39 36



2022 Newburyport Mathematics MCAS 
3rd Grade

36

11 students missed Meeting Expectations by 
one or two questions

Mathematics % School % State
Exceeding 

Expectations
7 6

Meeting 
Expectations

50 35

Partially 
Meeting 

Expectations

39 39

Not Meeting 
Expectations

4 20

N=138



2022 Newburyport Mathematics MCAS 
4th Grade

37

Mathematics % School % State
Exceeding 

Expectations
0 6

Meeting 
Expectations

29 37

Partially Meeting 
Expectations

62 40

Not Meeting 
Expectations

9 17

N=129



2022 Newburyport Mathematics MCAS 
5th Grade

38

Mathematics % School % State
Exceeding 

Expectations
4 4

Meeting 
Expectations

36 32

Partially 
Meeting 

Expectations

54 48

Not Meeting 
Expectations

7 16

N=140

16 students 
missed 

Meeting 
Expectations 

by one or two 
questions



Newburyport 2022 Science MCAS 
Results Grade 5

39

Science and 
Technology/ 
Engineering

% School % State

Exceeding 
Expectations

7 7

Meeting 
Expectations

42 36

Partially 
Meeting 

Expectations

37 40

Not Meeting 
Expectations

14 18

N=139



Data Driven Decision Making: A Sample 

Question 6 an area of growth.
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Coming Soon: Access 
to a data dashboard, 

compiling all of a 
student’s benchmark 
assessments (MCAS, 
interim assessments, 

DIBELS, etc.)

Merging Internal and External Assessment Data and 
Making it Useful



Planning for the Future

• 2022 should be treated as a new benchmark year
• Student absenteeism remains a challenge across 
the board for recovery efforts
• Student growth district-wide is consistent and 
promising 
• Tie data to key budget decisions (interventionists, 
curriculum decisions, technology, etc.)
• Use data--from both internal and external 
assessments--to inform instruction in the 
Newburyport Schools to help students grow and 
achieve
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At Model 
UN: 

Montreal


